
From “Iowa Folklife: Our People, Community, and Traditions: A Learning Guide for Teachers, 
Students and Senior Citizens” 

Lesson 2.2: Collecting Stories 

Suggested Methods 

1. Discuss with students the characteristics of a story—the features of narrative, voice, logical structure. 
2. Discuss the various ways of telling a story—through books or short stories, through a movie or a play, 

through oral accounts. Compare and contrast different ways of telling a story. 
3. Discuss any stories known about local places or people. (These stories are often called “local legends.”) For 

instance, what stories have you heard people tell about: 
o Local cemeteries 
o Haunted houses 
o Places where an outlaw passed through 
o How an area was named 
o Famous people who visited your community in the past 
o Natural disasters 
o The “big game” 

4. Organize the class to play a short game of “Telephone” or “Whisper Down the Lane.” In the game, someone, 
say, the teacher first, might tell a short anecdote (about 5 sentences), whispered into the ear of another 
student. The second student whispers the story to a third listener, and so on through the class. Compare the 
original and the final version (best told by the last student back to the teacher). How has it changed? This 
helps show what happens to oral communication and memory—things are forgotten when they are not 
written down, new words and ideas are added, meanings are changed. 

5. Consider the story of Drollinger’s Rides and the Flood of 1993 in the handout. The first version is the word-
for-word transcription of the narrative obtained through a tape-recorded interview. The second is based on 
the first, but was edited for print as a story. Discuss with students the features and the advantages and 
disadvantages of each version. 

Student Activity 

Choose a handful of stories that are known to several students in the class. Divide the class up so that several 
students are writing their own version of one of those stories. Afterward, have students read their versions of the 
same story. Discuss issues of memory, embellishment, fiction, and non-fiction in oral narrative. 

 Home/Community Connection 

Check out the Iowa Folklife Resources Directory and invite a storyteller to class. 

 Student/Senior Citizen Exchange 

Pair students and seniors. Have each pair think back to the Flood of 1993 or a big storm or disaster from just last 
year. What stories were told from your part of the state relating to the flood or natural disaster? Do the seniors 
remember any other natural disasters that they can tell stories about? Discuss how sharing such stories bring people 
in a local area together into a type of community. 

  

The full resource was created by the Smithsonian Institution and the Iowa Arts Council 
during the state’s sesquicentennial when Iowa was a featured state within the Smithsonian 
Folklife Festival. All of the resources are available on-line: 
https://iowaonline.uni.edu/folklife/intro/index.htm 


