FAMILY CONNECTIONS

Family Maps

by Luanne McLaughlin
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PS 29 in Brooklyn, my family had

he fortunate experience of partici-

ating in a City Lore parent-child
workshop that focused on our
neighborhoods and communities. We were
introduced to wonderful ways of looking at
the place where we live as a family. We dis-
covered that each member of our family
saw our neighborhood—our world—dif-
ferently. We each had a perspective that
revealed our priorities, interests, and trea-

sures. We discovered what it is that we real-
ly see and also what we fail to see around
us. My family developed a greater appreci-
ation for our home and for one another’s
view of what our home really means. We
know now that all of us in the community
help to make it Home, Sweet Home! From
the East River all the way to Coney Island!

Above: Luanne’s map of the
neighborhood and places the family

visits in Brooklyn.

Below and right: Details of maps
drawn by Bill and Madeline.

The McLaughlin family, Bill, Luanne, and
Madeline, all have artistic tendencies. Bill
is an actor, writer, and comedy director. Lu-
anne is an actor, teacher, and often a clown.
Madeline, who was five when she drew the
map, is all these things and more. Home is
Windsor Terrace, Brooklyn, New York.

and 8.5" x 14" paper, with the addi-
tional paper for those whose maps
might grow as they worked. | gave
families the option of working togeth-
er on one map or having each mem-
ber make their own map. Most chose
to work individually.

Mapmaking Activity
by Amanda Dargan

Mapmaking is a wonderful way to
engage family members in looking
closely at how each member experi-
ences the place where they live. Fam-
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